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Win caps disappointing season 


Dallas Cowboys 
head coach Jason 
Garrett worked 
the sidelines dur- 
ing the final game 
of the season 
against the Phila- 
delphia Eagles 

on Sunday. The 
Cowboys secured 
their second 
straight winning 
season but did not 
make the playoffs. 
(Coverage, 1C) 
Tim Cowlishaw: 
Season ended as 
disappointment. 1C 


JUDICIAL SYSTEM 


Evaluation will make Sunday to ensure there are 

proper procedures in place to 
sure clerks, other court protect law clerks and other 
workers are protected court employees from sexual 


harassment, saying it is clear 
that the federal judiciary 
“is not immune” from a 
widespread problem. 

The statement, in Roberts’ 
2017 State of the Judiciary 


FROM WIRE REPORTS 


WASHINGTON — 
Chief Justice John Roberts 
announced an initiative 
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D DALLASNEWS 


Review targeting 
sexual harassment 


Report, follows the retirement 
last month of Judge Alex 
Kozinski of the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the 9th Circuit. 
The influential 67-year-old 
judge stepped down after two 
reports in The Washington 
Post detailed allegations he 


See JUDICIARY Page 8A 
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NATION & WORLD 


Gunman kills deputy 
in Denver suburb 


A man fired more than 100 
rounds at sheriff’s deputies 
in Colorado early Sunday, 
killing one and injuring four 
others, before being fatally 
shot in what authorities 
called an ambush. 4A 


Suicide bomber 
attacks funeral 


A suicide bomber walked 
into a cemetery in eastern 
Afghanistan on Sunday 
and blew himself up dur- 
ing the funeral of a local 
official, killing at least 17 
people and wounding 14 
others. 9A 


‘Fake news’ tops list 
of annoying words 


The 43rd annual tongue- 
in-cheek List of Words 
Banished from the Queen’s 
English for Misuse, Over- 
use and General Useless- 
ness was released Sunday. 
At the top of the list? 
“Fake news.” 5A 


METRO & STATE 


Another bike firm 
hits the streets 


To the glut of bike-share 
companies swamping 
Dallas’ streets — and its 
sidewalks — add another: 
Mobike. 1B 


BUSINESS 


Analyzing Trump’s 
economic record 


President Donald Trump 
spent much of his first 
year touting his impact on 
important economic indi- 
cators. The Dallas Morning 
News created a data set 
to analyze his presidency 
in comparison to the Bush 
and Obama administra- 
tions. 

Trump Tracker, 1D 


ARTS & LIFE 


Resolve to reach 

your new year’s goal 
The key to success with a 
new year’s resolution: Craft 
it so it propels you 

to achievement. 1E 
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‘What's best for kids’ 
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Teacher assistant Adrian Rivera walks the hallways at DISD’s McShan Elementary in Vickery Meadow. More than 
80 percent of students at McShan are English language learners, with 33 languages spoken on the campus. 


Staff of ‘superheroes’ takes McShan from failing list to honor roll 


By CORBETT SMITH 


Staff Writer 
corbettsmith@dallasnews.com 


When Dayanna Kelly was 
looking for a school to lead, the 
first-time principal wanted to 
“foster a school that was at the 
heart of the community? 

She found McShan Ele- 
mentary in Vickery Meadow, 
Dallas’ most ethnically di- 


VIEW A VIDEO from 
McShan Elementary. 
dallasnews.com 


Seven years later, Kelly 
and her band of teachers, 
staff and community volun- 
teers have turned the school 
around, guiding it from the 
state’s failing list to the dis- 


elementary, according to an 
internal district rating that 
measures student growth. 
“We have worked to build 
this together, Kelly said. “I 
am just lucky to be here as 
the principal and have the op- 
portunity to serve at a school 
where I feel my work is having 
a difference every single day? 
This comes despite signif- 


80 percent of its students are 
English language learners, 
with 33 languages spoken on 
the campus. 

Kelly, though, welcomes 
the challenge. 

“If there’s a bar that’s set, 
our goal is to meet that bar,” 
she said. “If we do what’s 
best for kids, the data will 
fall in line? 


icant hurdles when it comes 
to standardized testing: Over 


tricts honor roll. This year, 
McShan is DISD’s top-ranked 


verse neighborhood, and also 
one of its poorest. 


See BOLD Page 2A 


FEDERAL VOTER 
FRAUD COMMISSION 


Access 
to state 
data still 


denied 


Release depends on 
how appeal of suit over 
privacy issue shakes out 


By JAMES BARRAGAN 


Austin Bureau 
jbarragan@dallasnews.com 


AUSTIN — When President 
Donald Trump tweeted days 
after his election that he would 
have won the popular vote had 
it not been for 
millions of il- 
legally cast 
votes, he set 


off a firestorm 
’ of criticism. 

7 The asser- 
ROLANDO tion of wide- 
PABLOS, spread voter 
secretary fraud has been 
of state, repeatedly de- 
maintains bunked. Yet 
voter data. Trump cre- 


ated a federal 
commission on voter fraud in 
May, led by Kansas Secretary of 
State Kris Kobach, who similarly 
claimed people who are in the 
U.S. illegally have been allowed 
to vote. 

The controversy over the 
commission hit Texas in June, 
when Kobach asked election 
officials in every state to 
turn over voter registration 


See LAWSUITS Page 8A 


Death penalty data 


Executions in 2017 Death sentences in Texas 


g in the new year 
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leader, but death m A a a 

sentences dwindling 


convicted killers to death. 

And although Texas re- 
mained the national leader 
in executions in 2017 — with 
seven — executions and new 
death sentences have been 
steadily declining over the 
past decade. 

Nationwide, there were 
39 death sentences issued in 
2017, and 31 percent of those 
came from just three coun- 
ties: Riverside County, Ca- 


lif.; Clark County, Nev.; and 
Maricopa County, Ariz., ac- 
cording to a year-end study 
by the Death Penalty Infor- 
mation Center. 

In Texas, only four peo- 
ple were sent to death row 
this year. 

And for the first time in 
more than 30 years, no one 
from Harris County was 


By TASHA TSIAPERAS 
Staff Writer 
ttsiaperas@dallasnews.com 


Dallas County twice 
tried to condemn killers but 
didn’t send anyone to death 
row in 2017. 

It hasn’t for three years 
— and neither has Harris 
County. 

Both were once leaders 
in a state known for putting 


See SUPPORT Page 3A 
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Matt Dunham/The Associated Press 


Fireworks exploding over the River Thames illuminate 
Big Ben as Londoners celebrate the arrival of 2018. Coun- 
tries noted the coming of the new year in myriad ways, 
including feasting, praying and gathering in public spaces 
under the watchful eye of law enforcement. (Story, 4A) 
Also: Pope laments injustices of 2017, 9A 

Editorial: “Headlines we'd like to see in 2018,” 10A 
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